
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY WORK PROGRAMME 2018 TO 
2019

Environment & Sustainable Communities OSC

Lead Officer: Tom Gorman

Overview and Scrutiny Officer: Diane Close / Ann Whitton 

IPG contact: Andy Palmer

Note:
O/S Review - A systematic 6 monthly review of progress against 
recommendations/Action Plan

Scrutiny/Working Group – Indepth Review

Overview/progress – information on an issue; opportunity to comment, 
shape, influence, progress with a scrutiny review

Performance – ongoing monitoring (quarterly) performance reports/budgets

When Who Outcome Comment

O/S Review 
Woodlands – 
Update 

Env OSC  
8 March 
2019

Sue Mullinger

(ReaL)

To provide members of 
ENV OSC with an update 
on progress made against 
the recommendations 
contained in the review 
report.

The committee will monitor the progress 
made against the recommendations 
within the review report and receive 
detail of the ‘Durham Woodland Revival’ 
project.

Allotment Services 
Management

Env OSC 

TBC

Ian Hoult
Mark Farren

(ReaL)

Members will receive an 
update on the progress 
made against the 
recommendations 
contained in the review 
report.

The committee will monitor progress 
made against the recommendations 
within the review report.

Appendix 2



Overview/Progress
Leisure Works ESC OSC 

13 July 
2018

Steve Howell

(ReaL)

To provide members with 
detail of the current 
management arrangements 
and future plans for the 
delivery of services. 

Members will be aware of the current 
arrangements for the management of 
services previously provided by 
Leisureworks and future plans.

Environment 
Partnership 
Priorities

ESC OSC 
13 July 
2018

Steve Bhowmick

(ReaL)

Members will receive an 
overview of the priorities, 
activities undertaken  and 
challenges experienced by 
the Environment 
Partnership

Members will be aware of how the ESC 
OSCs work programme aligns with the 
priorities of the Partnership and any 
challenges they have identified in relation 
to County Durham. 

Air Quality ESC OSC  
4 October 
2018

Denyse Holman
David Gribben

(AHS)

To provide members of the 
committee with further 
detail of air quality 
management arrangements 
in County Durham.

Members will be aware of progress made 
in relation to the air quality management 
arrangements in County Durham.

Winter Maintenance 
Policy

Env OSC  
4 October 
2018

John Reed/Brian 
Buckley

(ReaL)

To provide members with 
information on the delivery 
of the winter maintenance 
programme in 2017/18 and 
proposals for the delivery of 
the programme in 2018/19.

Members will be aware of the 
performance and delivery of the winter 
maintenance programme for 2017/18 
including identifying any issues and 
challenges.  Members will also be aware 
of the plans for the future delivery of the 
winter maintenance programme in 
2018/19. 

Single Use Plastics ESC OSC
4 October 
2018 and 
28 January 
2019

Oliver Sherratt To provide members with 
an update on the work of 
the Environment 
Partnership Task Group in 
relation to Single Use 
Plastics

It was agreed that members of ESC OSC 
would monitor the work of the 
Environment Partnership Task Group.



Fuel poverty 
campaigns

ESC OSC 
16  
November 
2018

Cliff Duff

(ReaL)

The committee will receive 
information on fuel poverty 
in the county and the 
performance of various 
campaigns.

Members will have detail of the 
performance of the various campaigns 
aimed at tackling fuel poverty in the 
county and have the opportunity to 
provide comments.

Carbon 
Management Plan 

Special 
ESC OSC 
30 April 
2019

Maggie 
Bosanquet 
/Stephen 
Beresford

(ReaL)

To provide members with 
an overview of the work 
undertaken by DCC in 
relation to the Carbon 
Management Plan.

Members will be aware of the work 
undertaken by DCC in relation to the  
Carbon Management Plan including 
detail of the progress of the LED lighting 
programme, use of electric cars etc. 

Climate Change 
Strategy & Delivery 
Plan 

Special 
ESC OSC 
30 April 
2019

Maggie 
Bosanquet

(ReaL)

The committee will receive   
detail of progress made in 
relation to the delivery plan.

The committee will be aware of the 
progress made against actions identified 
in the delivery plan including detail of 
relevant projects in the county for 
example geothermal schemes.

Gala Theatre ESC OSC
28 January 
2019

Steve Howell To provide members with 
information on the Gala 
Theatre in relation to 
challenges and 
opportunities

Members will be aware of the challenges 
facing the gala Theatre and the work to 
address them and future opportunities.

Flood Risk 
Management 
Authorities for 
County Durham 

Special 
Env OSC
8 February 
2019 

John 
Reed/Simon 
Longstaff/ 

(ReaL)

Northumbrian 
Water Limited & 
Environment 
Agency.  

Members of the committee 
will receive further 
information from the Flood 
Risk Management 
Authorities for County 
Durham on current and 
future projects, funding, 
partnership working and 
any issue/challenges. 

Members will be aware of current and 
future flood mitigation projects, funding 
availability and any issues/challenges.



Heritage Assets ESC OSC 
8 March 
2019

Steve Bhowmick Members of the Committee 
will receive information on 
the County’s Heritage 
Assets including the 
changes and opportunities 
faced in looking after them.

Members will be aware of the number of 
heritage assets in County Durham and 
the work involved in their upkeep.

Cycle Routes in the 
County

ESC OSC 
16 Nov 
2018

Victoria Lloyd 
Gent

Members will receive 
information on the county’s 
cycle routes and the future 
plans for cycle routes

Members will be aware of where the 
county’s cycle routes are and any 
ongoing work and future planned work.

Community Action 
Team (CAT)

ESC OSC  
5 April 
2019

Joanne 
Waller/Kelly 
Gilmore Craze 

(AHS)

To provide members of the 
committee with detail of the 
work undertaken by the 
CAT team and the use of 
targeted interventions.

Members will be aware of the work of the 
CAT team and how the use of targeted 
interventions can benefit local 
communities.

EU Funding and 
Other Carbon 
Funded Projects

ESC OSC 
5 April 
2019

Maggie 
Bosanquet

To provide members with 
detail of funding for carbon 
projects. 

Members will be aware of current and 
future projects and where the funding 
has come from.

Environmental 
campaigns and fly-
tipping 

Special 
ESC OSC
10 Oct 
2018 

Oliver 
Sherratt/Ian Hoult 

(ReaL)

Members will receive detail 
of the various 
Environmental campaigns 
undertaken by DCC and 
partners including projects 
to tackle fly-tipping in the 
county.

Members will be aware of how DCC and 
partners are targeting environmental 
issues in the county including fly-tipping 
by various campaigns and projects.

Household Waste 
Recycling Centres 
(HWRC’s)

Special 
ESC OSC
21 March 
2019

John Shannon

(ReaL)

Members will receive detail 
of the proposals in relation 
to the Household Waste 
Recycling Centres in the 
county.

Members will have the opportunity to 
receive information and provide 
comment on the future proposals for the 
Household Waste Recycling Centre’s in 
the county. 



Food waste 
collection

Special 
ESC OSC
10 Oct 
2018

John Shannon

(ReaL) 

The committee will receive 
information on the feasibility 
study undertaken in relation 
to the collection of food 
waste in the county.

Members will be aware of work 
undertaken in relation to the feasibility 
study undertaken in relation to food 
waste collection in the county.

Stockton to 
Darlington Railway 
bicentennial 
celebrations

Joint 
Special 
ESC OSC 
& E&E 
OSC
15 Jan 
2019

Steve Howell

(ReaL)

To provide the committee 
with detail of the work 
planned and undertaken by 
DCC’s Culture and Sport 
Services in relation to the 
celebrations.  

Members will have knowledge of the 
various activities planned and 
undertaken by DCC’s Culture and Sport 
Services as a result of the bicentennial. 
celebrations.

Heritage Coast Joint 
Special 
ESC OSC 
& E&E 
OSC 15 
Jan 2019

Niall Benson

(ReaL)

The committee will receive 
detail of the development of 
the Heritage Coast and 
proposals for the future 
including plans for building 
the tourism offer. 

Members will have knowledge of how the 
Heritage Coast has been developed and 
plans for the future including building the 
tourism offer. 

Highways 
maintenance
(potholes & 
actionable defects) 
Bridge maintenance

Special 
ESC OSC 
21 March 
2019

John Reed/Brian 
Buckley

(ReaL)

Members will receive detail 
of the work currently 
undertaken and 
issues/challenges in 
relation to highways and 
bridge maintenance.

The committee will have knowledge of 
the work currently undertaken by DCC in 
relation to highway and bridge 
maintenance.

Sustainable 
Heating/Energy – 
Prof. J.Gluyas 

Special 
ESC OSC 
30 April 
2019

Maggie 
Bosanquet/ Prof 
John Gluyas

Members will receive detail 
of sustainable heating 
projects and initiatives 

Members will be aware of the types 
sustainable heating projects and where 
they are being used 

Bereavement 
Services

TBC Ian Hoult

(ReaL)

Members will receive detail 
of the bereavement service 
currently provided and 

Members will be aware of current and 
future services to be provided.



detail of how the service is 
developing.  

Visit – Flooding 
Schemes including 
SUDs

TBC John Reed/ 
Simon Longstaff

To provide members with 
an opportunity to see flood 
prevention schemes and 
SUDs in County Durham 
and 

Members will see how works carried out 
have elevated flooding in areas of the 
County.

Visit – Thornley 
Waste Transfer 
Station and Pity Me 
HWRC

TBC Oliver 
Sherratt/John 
Shannon

(ReaL)

To provide members with 
the opportunity to see the 
completed waste transfer 
station and to see the 
condition of the Pity Me 
HWRC and how it operates. 

Members will see both the waste transfer 
station and the Pity Me HWRC in 
operation.

Visit – Heritage 
Assets – Auckland 
Castle 

TBC Steve Bhowmick

(ReaL)

Members will be given the 
opportunity to visit Auckland 
Castle one of the County’s 
heritage assets. 

Members will be able to see how DCC 
manage heritage assets across the 
county.

Stainton Grove 
Recycling Centre

TBC Oliver Sherratt/ 
John Shannon

(ReaL)

To provide Members with 
the opportunity to visit the 
recycling centre to see the 
facility and services 
provided. 

Members will be able to see ‘first hand’ 
and comment on the recycling facility 
and the services provided.

Performance
Q 4
Q 1
Q 2
Q 3

13July 
2018
4 Oct 2018
28 Jan 
2019
5 April
2019

Tom 
Gorman/Debra 
Kitching

Ongoing – to provide members with 
information on performance of the 
service grouping and highlight areas of 
prominence (those going well, and those 
giving cause for concern).

Budget Outturn 
 Q 4 & Q1 4 Oct 2018 Phil Curran

Ongoing – highlight areas of concern.  
Committee to receive updates on the 



 Q 2
 Q 3

28 Jan 
2019
5 April 
2019

affects and implications of MTFP on 
service groupings.


